[Significance of determining novobiocin sensitivity in the taxonomy of staphylococci].
Novobiocin sensitivity of 96 strains belonging to various staphylococcal species was studied. It was noted that Staph. saprophyticus significantly differed from Staph. aureus and Staph. epidermidis with respect to the above antibiotic. The MIC up to 2 micrograms/ml and the growth inhibition zones of 26--35 mm in diameter were characteristic of Staph. aureau and Staph. epidermidis, while the respective figures for most of the strains of Staph. saprophyticus were 32--64 micrograms/ml and 12--17 mm. However, 28 percent of the strains of Staph. saprophyticus did not differ with respect to their movobiocin sensitivity from the other 2 species. It is concluded that the "novobiocin test" may be used for differentiation of staphylococci, within the genera. At the same time it was shown that the method of the paper sensitivity discs compares very favourably with the method of serial dilutions in agar not only because of its simplicity and convenience of manipulation with single strains, but also of the possibility of identifying the population heterogenicity with respect to novobiocin sensitivity.